
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Susan Kooiman 

Department: Anthropology 

Email Address: skooima@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2724 

Campus Mail Box: 1451 

Number of available URCA Assistant Positions 

One funded student only. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

7 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

   Anthropology Lab, PH 0403 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

   Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking 

students from these areas: -- Anthropology, Chemistry, Geography, Environmental Studies 

 

 



 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

   The selected applicant will be part of a project investigating Ancient Environment and 

Indigenous Foodways in the Northern Great Lakes of North America. This project includes 

understanding past environments and how they shaped and were shaped by Indigenous 

occupants during the last 2000 years. The project includes a variety of research endeavors, 

including lake sediment coring, which provides information about paleoenvironment and 

ancient agricultural practices, and stable isotope analysis of food residues from cooking 

experiments, which will aid in interpretations of analysis of ancient food residues in the 

future. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   Duties include processing lake sediment cores for analysis; artifact and soil sample 

organization and curation; data collection and organization (using Excel and other 

programs); statistical analysis; creating tables and graphs for data and statistics display and 

communication for a published article. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

   The student will learn: standard archaeology lab and curation procedures; how to organize 

data into tables and graphs for the purposes of summary and scientific communication; 

statistical analysis using SPSS; contributions to a scholarly article that will be submitted to a 

peer-reviewed journal for publication (i.e., co-authorship) 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

   Applicants must be highly organized, should have some understanding of Excel, and 

should not be afraid to learn statistical analysis of data. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

N/a 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 



   No required prerequisite courses, but it will be helpful if the student has taken ANTH 

111A, a statistics course, and/or chemistry 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/a 


